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SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 16, 2026 at 10:30 am 

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

The Day:  In today’s gospel, Jesus proclaims that he was sent to the 

lost sheep of the house of Israel. Jesus himself was of Jewish origin, as 

was his family. What does this mean regarding Gentiles (non-Jewish 

people), and more specifically the Canaanite woman in today’s 

gospel? What does it mean for us, and for other people throughout the 

world today? Today’s scripture raises the question, “Who are God’s 

people? 

PRELUDE 

Please silence devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

Stand 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
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C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 

of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #611 

I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who 

call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world 

with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known 

throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Mark Beatty 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent 

intervention to save. Righteousness and obedience define who belongs 

to the Israelite community — not race, nationality, or any other 

category. 

L A reading from the book of Isaiah, the 56th chapter, beginning at the 

1st verse. 

1Thus says the Lord:  “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my 

salvation will come, and my righteousness be revealed.  
6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to 

him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who 

keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant 

— 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in 

my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 

accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

for all peoples.” 8The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 

declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those already 

gathered.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY Psalm 67 

 

1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 

2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 

your saving health a- | mong all nations. 

3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 

4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the na- | 

tions on earth. 

5 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 

let all the | peoples praise you. 

6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 

God, our own | God, has blessed us. 

7 May God | give us blessing, 

and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen. 
 

SECOND LESSON Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are 

irrevocable so that, while all have been disobedient, God has mercy 

upon all. 

L A reading from Romans, the 11th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself 

am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 

Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
29For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30For just as you 

were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy 
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because of their disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient 

in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive 

mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have 

mercy on all. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Matthew 15:21-28 

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart 

rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this 

teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider 

approaches him for help. 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, 

the 15th chapter, beginning at the 21st verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
21And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre 

and Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came 

out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my 

daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did not answer 

her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her 

away, for she is crying out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only 
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to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26And he answered, “It is not 

right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 he said, 

“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters' table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your 

faith! Let it be done for you as you desire.” And her daughter 

was healed instantly. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON Pastor Mark Beatty 

“Who Are God’s People?” 

Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #574 

HERE I AM, LORD 
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P With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

P/A Lord in your Mercy, C hear our prayer. 
 

A O Lord, grant us and your whole Church on earth unity and 

harmony, that our life may be marked by worship, witness, prayer, 

and service to those within and outside of the household of faith. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A For Saint Martin, our visitors, and those new to the faith 

community, that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each 

new face. Draw this community together in love and strengthen it 

in unwavering faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A O God, bless all bishops, pastors, deacons, and church workers, who 

faithfully proclaim the good news in your name. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Almighty God, grant that the government and those who protect us, 

especially our president, Donald, and our governor, Brian, may 

keep justice and do righteousness for your name’s sake and 

according to your will. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Heavenly Father, care for those who cry to you, whether beset with 

grief, sorrow, pain, or trouble, especially those named in our 

bulletin and those we name before you now. (After silence count to 

10.) Be pleased for Christ’s sake to answer them according to your 

will. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A We remember the saints who have gone before us, whose work is 

done, and that their faithful example would continue to direct your 

church. May their witness remind us that your gifts and calling are 

irrevocable, whether in life or death. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you   R   Peace be with you 

Sit 

OFFERING 

The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread and 

wine. 

Stand as gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us 

— ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

  



13 

 

 

PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us together to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

AGNUS DEI 

 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 

salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all 

your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 

may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #840 

NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD 

 

DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

Together! 

POSTLUDE 
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