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Saint Martin Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2026, 10:30 am 
 

The Day:  It would be reasonable for us to assume that if God is truly 

all-knowing and all-powerful, God might therefore not be too affected 

or get too bent out of shape when a tragedy occurs.  After all, God has 

the final word, including even raising people from the dead.  But to-

day’s gospel includes a beautiful window into the compassionate con-

nection our Lord shares with us, through his son Jesus Christ, not just 

in celebrating the glory of the Lord, but also in deep compassion when 

tragedy comes.  Today’s gospel reminds us that our God is with us not 

only in might and truth, but also in heart and soul. 

 

PRELUDE 
Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for wor-

ship. 

  

Stand  

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
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and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

  

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neigh-

bors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 

of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The Procession begins. 

GATHERING HYMN                                   ELW #326 

BLESS NOW, O GOD, THE JOURNEY     

 



4 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-  

   munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 

and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may 

be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our 

days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Pastor Beatty 
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FIRST LESSON                   Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a 

nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s 

life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision 

they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

L A reading from the book of Ezekiel, the 37th chapter, beginning at 

the 1st verse. 
1 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit 

of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of 

bones. 2 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were 

very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I an-

swered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 

these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 

Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to 

enter you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 

in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was 

a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 

bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh 

had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no 

breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 

son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from 

the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 
10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 

and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 
11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
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we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 

says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from 

your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 
13 And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. 

Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, 

declares the Lord.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALMODY                               Psalm 130 
 

    1 Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O Lord; 
 2 O Lord, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
 3 If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

   O Lord, | who could stand? 

   4 Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
      in order that you | may be feared. 
 5 I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 
      in your word | is my hope. 
    6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep   

    watch | for the morning, 
     more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast 

love; 
   with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8 For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 
      from | all their sins. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy  
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Spirit:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev-  

| er. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON                                   Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy 

Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful 

desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Je- 

sus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 

L A reading from Romans, the 8th chapter, beginning at the 6th verse. 
6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 

to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit 

of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 

does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bod-

ies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

LENTEN VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. 

Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and re- 

stores him to life. 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, 

the 11th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with oint-

ment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 

So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 

But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It 

is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.” 

 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 

he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 

again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, 

“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he 

does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if any-

one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 

After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, 

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken 

of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then 

Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am 

glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 

go, that we may die with him.” 
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17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 

and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was com-

ing, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 

God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and every-

one who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 
28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying 

in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when 

she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet 

come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met 

him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 

saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that 

she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to 

where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, 

if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 

saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, 

he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some 

of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 

have kept this man from dying?” 

 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 

and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
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the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be 

an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not 

tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, 

I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 

but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may 

believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried 

out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had died 

came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 

wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what he did, believed in him, 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

SERMON                         Pastor Beatty 

“Deeply Moved” 
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Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                  ELW #325 

I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all  

people according to their needs. 
P/A Lord in Your Mercy,          C hear our prayer. 

 

A Heavenly Father, by water and the Spirit your Son has raised your 

one holy, catholic, and apostolic church to new life. Make this con-

gregation strong in your Spirit, that we may shun the works of the 

flesh and live in this world expecting the resurrection and the life of 

the world to come. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A We pray for catechumens. Ready the hearts and spirits of all prepar-

ing to be baptized. Deepen their wonder at the mystery of your res-

urrection and life. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Mighty God, you have shown us your great mercy through the death 

of your Son. May all who partake of his Supper come with repentant 

and humble hearts to taste the body and blood of Christ, which was 

given and shed for our life. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders especially our President 

Donald, our governor Brian, and all leaders trapped by fear to act 

boldly for justice. Free all who live in places of war and violence, 

especially Ukraine, Iran, Israel, the nations of the Middle East, 

Christians in Africa, and around the world. Guide refugees and asy-

lum seekers to safety. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

  

A We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty and 

economic suffering that weighs down so many. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A O great Redeemer, we hope in you, for with you there is steadfast 

love and redemption. We cry to you on behalf of those suffering in 

body, mind or spirit including those named in our bulletin and those 

we name before you now. (after silence count to 10) Grant them 

healing and relief from their burdens, according to your will. Lord, 

in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A We offer our thanksgiving for all who have died in the faith. Give 

us such faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us 

up from our graves to life in you. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trust-

ing in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you.     R Peace be with you. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings, the ministers make ready the bread and 

wine. 

 

ANTHEM                 Psalm 130                     arr. Paul O. Manz 
 

Stand as gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gra-

cious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered him-

self for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 
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PROPER PREFACE 
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SANCTUS

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   (Sung) 

 

 

Sit 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

EAT THIS BREAD                                                  ELW #472 
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WHAT FEAST OF LOVE                        ELW #487 

 

 
 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus  

    Christ strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

 

POST–COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray:  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 

heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:  may our fasting be 
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hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the 

song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P Life is short, and we do not have much time 

To gladden the hearts of those who journey with us. 

So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind;  

Living in the name of the Father,  

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING HYMN                     ELW #327 

THROUGH THE NIGHT OF DOUBT AND SORROW 
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DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

Together! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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