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SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 9, 2026 at 10:30 am 

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

The Day:  Looking at today’s Gospel, we begin by asking the question, 

“What are we to make of the miracles of Jesus?” Were they just one-

time events to show His power back then and there? Were they 

promises that we can get the exact same miracles today as Jesus 

performed in His earthly ministry? We will explore the miracle of 

Jesus walking on water, calling Peter to join Him, and then Jesus 

rescuing Peter from drowning. What does that have to do with our lives 

today? We will find a very important meaning to all this. 

PRELUDE 

Please silence devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

Stand 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
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and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 

of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 

you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins. 
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GATHERING HYMN       ELW #634 

A HYMN OF PRAISE TO JESUS’ NAME! 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us 

to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and 

daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Justin Kollmeyer 

FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 19:9-18 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs 

of God’s presence — earthquake, wind, and fire — Elijah now 

experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not 

the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God 

instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as 

his own successor. 

L A reading from the book of 1st Kings, the 19th chapter, beginning 

at the 9th verse. 
9There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of 

the LORD came to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 10He said, “I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of 

hosts. For the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown 

down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even 

I only, am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.” 11And he said, 

“Go out and stand on the mount before the LORD.” And behold, 

the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind tore the mountains 

and broke in pieces the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not 

in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not 

in the earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was 

not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And 
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when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and 

stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to 

him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He said, “I have 

been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of 

Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and 

they seek my life, to take it away.” 15And the LORD said to him, “Go, 

return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you 

arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And Jehu the 

son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the 

son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your 

place. 17And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu 

put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall 

Elisha put to death. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 

knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed 

him.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY Psalm 85:8-13 

8 I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying; 

for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 

their | hearts to you. 

9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

that your glory may dwell | in our land. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 
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and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity, 

and our land will | yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord 

and shall prepare for | God a pathway. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen. 
 

SECOND LESSON Romans 10:5-15 

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic 

efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus 

Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component 

of God’s saving actions. 

L A reading from Romans, the 10th chapter, beginning at the 5th 

verse. 
5For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, 

that the person who does the commandments shall live by 

them. 6But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your 

heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 

down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ 

up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in 

your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 

proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with 

the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture 

says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For 

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is 
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Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 

him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And 

how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are they 

to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 

feet of those who preach the good news!” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of 

“little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, 

Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in 

trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, 

the 14th chapter, beginning at the 22nd verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before 

him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23And after he 

had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to 
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pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this 

time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind 

was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to 

them, walking on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking 

on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried 

out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take 

heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it 

is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” 

“So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to 

Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to 

sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out 

his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, 

why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you 

are the Son of God.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON Pastor Justin Kollmeyer 

“Miracles Then. Miracles Now.” 

Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #756 

ETERNAL FATHER, STRONG TO SAVE 
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P With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

P/A Lord in your Mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A O Lord, our God, we do not presume to know your ways or inform 

your judgment. Grant us your Holy Spirit, that we may know your 

Son. Give us wisdom, that we may trust in your Word amid the 

stormy seas of this mortal life and be safely delivered from all harm 

and danger. Lord, in your mercy,  
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C hear our prayer. 

 

A For Saint Martin and its ministries, that we may reflect your love 

and life amid a turbulent world. Guide our council members and 

other church leaders with your still, calm voice. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Heavenly Father, you send bishops, pastors, deacons, and ministers 

so that we may hear of your mercy for us. Continue to raise up 

faithful servants to proclaim your Word and administer your 

sacraments. Bless our seminaries with faithful teachers and 

students, that the Good News may be proclaimed, heard and 

believed in every place. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Gracious Lord, you stand over all creation. Speak peace to the 

nations, that war and violence may end especially in Ukraine, the 

Middle East, and Iran. Guide all leaders of towns, states, nations, 

and organizations, and all who are in positions of authority, 

especially our president Donald and our governor Brian, that they 

lead with justice and integrity, serving all people. Lord, in your 

mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A God of compassion, we pray for Pastor Mark, Chuck, Melissa, 

Leith, Sandy, and all the volunteers and medical professionals 

dedicating their time to the medical mission in Nicaragua. Guide 

their hands with wisdom, fill their hearts with compassion, and keep 

them safe during their travels, so that they may use their skills to 

the glory of your kingdom. We remember the patients they are 

treating and all those named in our bulletin, and those we name 
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before you now. (After silence count to 10.) May all who suffer find 

comfort, healing, and hope through the care they receive and from 

your gracious hand. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A All-knowing Father, your Son, Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 

finding favor with both you and humanity. Bless all students, 

teachers, and staff as they begin this new academic year. Grant them 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding. Open their minds to the 

truths of your creation, and move their hearts to use their knowledge 

for the good of all people. Strengthen them in their unique 

vocations, and let your grace sustain them through every challenge. 

Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Merciful Lord, grant that we who come to your table may receive 

with faith all that is given to us in the Communion of your body and 

blood. Let us truly be united in your love even as we are one at the 

table of our Lord. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us 

in our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your 

peaceable  kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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C And also with you. 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you   R   Peace be with you 

Sit 

OFFERING 

The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread 

and wine. 

Stand as gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us 

— ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us together to pray: 
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C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

AGNUS DEI 
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW# 612 

HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL 

 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 

salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all 
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your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 

may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #532 

GATHER US IN 

 

DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

Together! 

POSTLUDE 
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