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The Day The gospel of Matthew today reflects the message of good news 
from Isaiah, which we also heard this Christmas: “The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light….on them light has shined.”  
Matthew takes this one step further and proclaims that “on them light has 
dawned.”  We can’t have dawn without the coming of the Sun each new 
morning.  We as Christians have a new dawn each day through God’s 
only Son.  On us light has dawned, and this is Good News for all the 
world. 
 
PRELUDE  
Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 
  
Stand  

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  
from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not  
 in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will  
 forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
  

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on  
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in  
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The Procession begins. 

GATHERING HYMN         ELW #303                         
BRIGHTEST AND BEST OF THE STARS 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray. 
  Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after 

us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of 
goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
Sit  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON      Pastor Beatty 
 
FIRST LESSON                                                                     Isaiah 9:1-4 
L A reading from the book of Isaiah, the 9th chapter, beginning at the  
     1st verse.  

1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 
time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
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    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 
    and the staff for his shoulder, 
    the rod of his oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord.           
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY                                                                      Psalm 27:1;4-9 

1  The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be  
afraid? 

    4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek;  
         that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;     
         to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God | in the 

temple. 
 5 For in the day of trouble God will | give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high up- |      
        on a rock. 
 6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies | who surround 

me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of  
        rejoicing; I will sing and make music | to the Lord.  
 7 Hear my voice, O Lord, | when I call; 
  have mercy on me and | answer me. 
 8 My heart speaks your message— | “Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O Lord, | I will seek. 
 9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your ser- |  
     vant in anger. 
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  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O  
        God of | my salvation.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen   

 

SECOND LESSON                                                                         1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
L A reading from 1st Corinthians, the 1st chapter, beginning at the 10th 

verse.  
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 
be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been 
reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, 
my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow 
Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 
Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none 
of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 
and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 
emptied of its power. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.          
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Stand  

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                            Matthew 4:12-23 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, 
the 4th chapter, beginning at the 12th verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the 
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16 the people dwelling in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
on them a light has dawned.” 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net 
into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.”20 Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James 
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the 
boat and their father and followed him.23 And he went throughout all 
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Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 

SERMON                                          “Light has Dawned”    Pastor Beatty  
 
 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY      ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME!      ELW #314                                     
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APOSTLES’  CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH   
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
P/A Lord in Your Mercy,          C hear our prayer. 

A O Lord, You gather Your church by the work of Your Spirit and dwell   
in our midst by Your Means of Grace. Open our mouths to tell of Your 
name and declare Your praises to all who will hear. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A Merciful Lord, graciously allow Your Church to enjoy unity of faith 
and a spirit of harmony in the work that You have given her to do. 
Prosper this work, and supply us with faithful Bishops, Pastors, 
Deacons and church workers. We pray especially for our own Pastor 
Mark. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that 

all the families of the nations might worship before You. Bless Saint 
Martin with Your grace and protection, that we might remember You 
in both joy and trouble and worship before You forevermore. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A O God, grant peace to the nations especially Venezuela, Ukraine, the 

Middle East, Africa and all the war-torn regions of the world. Give 
good and faithful leaders in our land especially our President Donald 
and our Governor Brian. Grant them wisdom and integrity for the good 
of all people, that justice may be served in every place. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Holy Lord, Your Son welcomed the sick, the afflicted and those 

oppressed by evil, and He healed them. Have mercy upon all whom we 
bring before You in prayer, especially those named in our bulletin and 
those we name before you now. (after silence count to 10). Deliver 
them according to Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Almighty God, Your kingdom is at hand wherever Jesus, our King, 

dwells. Bless those who receive Your Holy Supper today, that they 
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may rejoice that the King draws near with His body and blood for our 
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Gracious Lord, be present with the lonely. Work through us, that they 

may find welcome and consolation within the fellowship of God’s 
people. Grant that those who sorrow may not despair but find hope in 
Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Lord God, heavenly Father, You raised Your Son, Jesus, from the dead 

as the first fruits of Your new creation. In reverence, we glorify Your 
name for the hope and promise of life everlasting. We give You thanks 
and praise for all those who have departed from this mortal life in 
faith. Preserve us also in Your Word and faith until we come to the 
fullness of Your Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting      
in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C And also with you. 
 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

      Peace be with you.     R Peace be with you. 
 

Sit 

OFFERING  
The Ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings, the ministers make ready the bread and 
wine. 
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Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— 

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



13 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE  

 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us together to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 



16 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
WE COME TO YOU FOR HEALING, LORD                       ELW #617 
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GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING                                          ELW #543 
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST–COMMUNION PRAYER 
A The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 
A Let us pray:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of  

salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your  
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may  
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the  
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING HYMN              ALLELUIA, SONG OF GLADNESS              ELW #318                                                                                                           

 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Love The Lord! 
C Live The Mission! 

Together! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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