Saint Martin Lutheran Church

Third Sunday in Lent
March 8, 2026, 10:30 am

The Day: Our focus today centers around the woman at the well, a Samaritan
woman Jesus engages, to the great surprise of his disciples. Even she herself
is surprised that Jesus is speaking with her. To add additional context and
emphasis, the gospel goes on to say that “Jews have no dealings with Samar-
itans.” Jesus is full of surprises, particularly to those who expect him to fol-
low the ways of the world. Speaking of the world, today’s gospel by the very
words and actions of Jesus, shines light on the previous chapter of John (3:16-
17), and reminds us that the great profession of good news for the world to
all who believe, is not just poetic hyperbole, but authentic tangible mission.

PRELUDE

Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship.

Stand

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P/ In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-
ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

[Pl Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P/ Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



The Procession begins.
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0

er*‘ = ?{/ X 5 2 pri T

ELW #526

Y 1Ny |
| 13

R

1 God is here! As we your peo - ple meet to of - fer
2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long
3 Here our chil -dren find a wel - come in the Shep - herd’s
4 Lord of all, of church and king - dom, in an age of
| I T e w - ‘A‘ " o oJ b
= I e - - s
7 | . ﬂ _P—P_P_ I {9 i
| ' - - - T a— T T T
—
0 | | . .
p. A Ene . | — |
eSS — s s
S - 1 ~ 7 = 3 = ? —
S—
praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea - sure
need of grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep us faith - ful to the gos - pel;

Jb o £ o

1
oal
f \

g B8

Q

"  — T .
T f i [ — I

\;rifv/i-i b £

i

what it is in Christ we share. Here, as in the
here the Cross has cen - tral place. Here in hon - es -
Christ sus - tains us as of old. Here the ser - vants
help us work your pur - pose out. Here, in this day’s
_/_\ T
e - . — P| 2 2 - £
= i I i Lo I - I —
i | I | I ' Ll Y I | i I i
I I | ' — gl I I
D— | | — -
=, E ? - -2 -
~— — | | . =
world a - round us, all our var - 1led skills and arts
ty of preach-ing, here in si - lence, as in speech,
of the Ser - vant seek in wor - ship to ex - plore
ded - i - ca - tion, all we have to give, re - ceive;
4 - »- - &= "
o ' é_,_,_ o
G — P I I I I i I
N I ' | [ I I
——— e e
© Tl |z ea 2 2| T || ===
wait the com-ing of the Spir-it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re -new-al, God the Spir - 1t comes to each.
what it means in dai - ly liv-ing to be - lieve and to a - dore.
we, who can - not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!
Py ™
. 4 - Heo < o =N | |
y: z - T2 2 FE 4y
z | I | = | | | | P -
- ! } — =] } } } L e }




THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P| The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
D4 | —
7 I ! !
% —F =
We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate 1n us new hearts!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pl The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Let us pray.

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well
that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
Sit



CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Beatty

FIRST LESSON Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test,
Moses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the
rock to provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—““Is the Lord
among us or not? "—received a very positive answer.

A reading from the book of Exodus, the 17th chapter, beginning at the 1st
verse.
'All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness
of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped
at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. *Therefore the
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Mo-
ses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?”
SBut the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and our livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried to the Lord, “What
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” >And the
Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of
the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck
the Nile, and go. “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb,
and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people
will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. ’And he
called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling
of the people of Israel, and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the
Lord among us or not?”

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY Psalm 95
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I'Come, let us sing | to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | Lord with psalms.
3For you, Lord, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
‘In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
> The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
%Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | Lord our maker.
"For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
sheep | of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice!
8“Harden | not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert.
? There your ancestors | tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works.
19 Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’
'Indeed I swore | in my anger,
‘They shall never come | to my rest.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen.
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SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our
lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleas-
ing to God.

A reading from Ephesians, the 5th chapter, beginning at the 8th verse.
SFor at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light °(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true), '%and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 'Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *For it is shameful
even to speak of the things that they do in secret. *'But when anything is ex-
posed by the light, it becomes visible, “for anything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her
testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.

Pl The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, the 4th
chapter, beginning at the 5th verse.

Glory to you, O Lord.

3So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

’A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) °The Sa-
maritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) °Je-
sus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given
you living water.” 'The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw
water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? *Are
you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it him-
self, as did his sons and his livestock.” 3Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, “but whoever drinks of the water
that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” '>The woman
said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to
come here to draw water.”

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” "The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying,
‘T have no husband’; *for you have had five husbands, and the one you now
have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The woman said to
him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. *°Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” ?!Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. **You
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worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. *But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true wor-
shipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking
such people to worship him. >*God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” »The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.”
2Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”

2TJust then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with
her?” 28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to
the people, ?“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be
the Christ?” **They went out of the town and were coming to him.

3Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” *But he said
to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” ¥*So the disciples
said to one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” **Jesus said
to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his
work. >°Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’?
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.
%Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. >’For here the saying holds
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.” **I sent you to reap that for which you did
not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's
testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” “°So when the Samaritans came to
him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. *'And
many more believed because of his word. **They said to the woman, “It is no
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for our-
selves, and we know that this 1s indeed the Savior of the world.”

P| The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit



SERMON “Well, Well, Well” Pastor Beatty

Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #419, Verses 1, 8, 2, (Last)
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1 For all the faith-ful wom - en who served in days of old,
2 O God, for saints and ser - vants,those named and those un-known,
Last [——» 3 All praise to God the Fa - ther! All praise to Christ the Son!
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to you shall thanks be giv - en; to all, their stor - y told.
in whom through all the a - ges your light of glo - ryshone,
All praise to God the Spir - it, who binds the church as one!
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They served with strength and glad - ness in tasks your wis-dom gave.
we of - fer glad thanks-giv - ing and fer - vent prayer we raise
With saints who went be - fore us, with saints who wit - ness still,
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To you their lives bore wit - ness, pro-claimed your pow’r to  save.
that, faith- ful in your ser - vice, our lives may sing your praise.
we sing glad al - le - lu - ias and strive to do your will
8 Recall the outcast woman

with whom our Lord conversed:

Christ gave her living water

To quench her deepest thirst.

Like hers, our hearts are yearning;

Christ offers us his word.

Then may our lips be burning

To witness to our Lord.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
[P//Al Lord in Your Mercy, @ hear our prayer.

O God, preserve your church especially this congregation of Saint Martin
in faith, love and obedience. In this season of Lent help us to drink of the
well of your grace and love that all the world may know your grace and
salvation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, you led your ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron. Lead
us through the wilderness of this world by the hand of faithful bishops,
pastors, deacons, and church workers, especially our own pastor Mark,
that we would be refreshed by the living baptismal water flowing from
the side of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Heavenly Father, preserve our nation and prosper the cause of justice.
Guide and grant your wisdom to Donald, our president; the Congress of
the United States; Brian, our governor; and all elected and appointed civil
servants. Grant us peace among the nations, especially in Ukraine, and the
war in the Middle East. Watch over those who protect us in the armed
forces of our land. Support their loved ones who wait for their safe return
and give us all the courage to persevere for the good of all. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord of all, you bestow your riches on all who call upon you. Bless par-
ents with all wisdom as they teach their children your ways, that every
Christian household may confess with their mouths that Jesus 1s Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O great Physician of body and soul, by your Word and Holy Spirit com-
fort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, especially those
named in our bulletin and those we name before you now. Hold them in
your almighty hands and grant them strength and consolation in their suf-
fering. Grant skill and wisdom to those who administer the healing arts
and heal the suffering according to your gracious will. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, grant us safe haven at your altar, that we who bear the
weight of this world and its sorrows would always long for your courts
and the blessings you have prepared for those who sing your praise. Lord,
In your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, we remember all your saints who have entered eternal rest, and
we pray that you would bring us to the fullness of hope in the sharing of
your glory. Lord, in your mercy,
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hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
[Pl The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. Peace be with you.
Sit

OFFERING

The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings, the ministers make ready the bread and wine.

Stand as gifts are presented.
OFFERTORY

Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re - new a right

spir-it with - in me. Cast me not a - way from your pres-ence, and
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joy of your sal - va-tion, and up - hold me with your free Spir - it
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Merciful Father,
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we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our-
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Re-
ceive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
PREFACE
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You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P) In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (Sung)
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

AGNUS DEI
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY ELW #496
Refrain .
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1 Gen - tile or Jew, ser -vant or free,
2 Man -y the gifts, man -y the works,
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wom -an or man, no more.
one 1n the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.
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ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR IMAGE

ELW #811
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Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P/ Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen -~ you and keep you in God’s grace.

Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger

for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grate-
ful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

P Life is short, and we do not have much time
To gladden the hearts of those who journey with us.
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind;
Living in the name of the Father,
and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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DISMISSAL
Love The Lord!

Live The Mission!
Together!

POSTLUDE
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