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SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 3, 2026 at 10:30 am 
 

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

The Day:  The world of today offers many promises and premises that 

have been broken and debunked.  It’s hard to know who to trust, who to 

listen to.  In this worldly wilderness, how do we know the way?  In today’s 

gospel, Thomas also professes that he doesn’t know the way.  Jesus 

answers Thomas with clarity for Thomas in his time, for us in our time, 

and for all time. 

 

PRELUDE 
Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

 

Stand  

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

P  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and  

  from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by  

  the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you  

  and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P  Most merciful God, 

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 
 
The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins. 
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GATHERING HYMN                        ELW #389                                                         

CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
 
 

P  Let us pray.  

 Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the 

  life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his 

 commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he 

  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

 forever. 

C  Amen. 
Sit  



6 

 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 

Chuck Freas, President 

Scott Jennings, Vice President 

Mitzi Eberhardt, Secretary 

Doug Neale, Treasurer 

Leslie Kollmeyer 

Tracy Roberts 

Jenny Thomas 

 

BLESSING OF GRADUATES 

Lauren Beatty, Berry College 

Nate Borchers, Georgia State University 

Kimberly Cardinale, Emory University 

Kwoineh Haba, Emory University 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                       Pastor Beatty 
 

 

FIRST LESSON                                   Acts 7:55-60 

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables 

so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen 

does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God’s 

word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

L  A reading from the book of Acts, the 7th chapter, beginning at the 

  55th verse. 
55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, 

I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and 

rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 

him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young 

man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out 
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with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when 

he had said this, he fell asleep. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

PSALMODY                      Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 
1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
2Incline your | ear to me; 

  make haste to de- | liver me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and 

my stronghold; 

  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

  for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
15My times are | in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | 

persecute me. 
16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON                                        1 Peter 2:2-10 

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our 

lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and 

declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ. 

L  A reading from 1st Peter, the 2nd chapter, beginning at the 2nd verse. 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may 

grow up into salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 

God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being 

built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 

Scripture:  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,  a cornerstone chosen 

and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”7So 

the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and “A 

stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they 

disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, 

a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 

you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are 

God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

ALLELUIA VERSE  

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                   John 14:1-14 

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his 

disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go 

before them and act on their behalf. 

P  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, the 

  14th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  2 

in my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have Told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 

you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas 

said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 

know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you had known 

me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know 

him and have seen him.” 

 
8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for 

us.”9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not 

know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
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say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 

own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe 

me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on 

account of the works themselves. 

 
12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to 

the Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will 

do it. 
 

P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
 

SERMON                   “WTL”                                 Pastor Beatty                              
 

Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                      ELW #798 

WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME  

 



12 

 

P  With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the  

  Apostles’ Creed. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 

P/A Lord in your Mercy,          C hear our prayer. 

 

A  Heavenly Father, through the gift of Holy Baptism you have bound  

us to the death and resurrection of Christ, and you have adopted us as  

your newborn children, and you feed us with pure spiritual milk. 

Grant to your one, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic church the strength 
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to be a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices for the life and 

salvation of others. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. 

Inspire church workers, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim 

forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. We 

especially pray for our own Pastor Mark. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Holy God, your power brought all things into being and still preserves 

what you have made. Continue to bless and protect Donald, our 

president; the Congress of the United States; Brian, our governor; and 

all elected and appointed civil servants. Lead them to honor you and 

your purpose, establishing order and justice, and encouraging virtue. 

Give them wisdom and moderation to lead for the well-being of all 

the nations. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A You O Lord, are the giver of the peace that passes all understanding. 

Grant us the wisdom and strength to seek your peace and grant to all 

the nations of the world that gift of peace.  We pray especially for 

Ukraine, Iran, Israel, the Middle East, and those suffering persecution 

in Africa and around the world.  Bring all conflicts to a swift 

resolution that all may know peace. Lord in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer 

 

A Father of glory, your Son declared himself to be the way, the truth 

and the life. Bless all who have requested our prayers, especially 

those named in our bulletin and those we name before you now. (after 

silence count to 10) May Christ himself be their way of salvation, 

their truth amid doubt, and their life amid death. Grant them a sure 
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and steadfast hope in the good news that he has prepared a place for 

them with you, where pain and sickness are no more and all things 

are made new. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A O Lord, we thank and praise you for your servant Stephen, whom 

your Son has received into his glory. We give you thanks for the 

faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and 

deed. May we also follow in their path of faith and love, until we are 

gathered with all your saints into the many dwelling places that you 

have prepared for our eternal home. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting  

  in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 
 

PEACE 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you. 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you.     R Peace be with you. 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings, the ministers make ready the bread and  

wine. 
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Stand as gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — 

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
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SANCTUS  

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P  Heavenly Father, you so loved the world that you gave your only Son 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have 

everlasting life. We give you thanks for his glorious resurrection and 

ascension to fulfill your holy will and to accomplish all things for us 

and for our salvation.   

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s dying and rising until he comes again. 
 

C  Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 

Alleluia! 
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LORD’S PRAYER    

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  

  kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give  

  us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we  

  forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

IN THE SINGING                                                                 ELW #466 
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O BREAD OF LIFE FROM HEAVEN                 ELW #480  
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P  Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C  Amen. 

POST–COMMUNION PRAYER 

A  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

A  Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection 

you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the 

bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 

Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,  

  through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

P  May God the Father who raised Christ from the dead, open to you the 

gate of everlasting life. 

C Alleluia! 

P  May God the Son who burst from the grave, give you joy as you 

celebrate his resurrection. 

C Alleluia! 

P  May God the Holy Spirit who brought you to new birth in baptism, fill 

you with strength and peace. 

C Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Sit 
 

Farewell and Godspeed: 

Kimberly Cardinale 

Kwoineh Haba 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Stand 
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SENDING HYMN                             ELW #543 

GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING 
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DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

Together! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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