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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

July 12, 2026 at 10:30 am 

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

The Day: Sounds abound around us. We hear sounds of the city, 

sounds of music, sounds of nature, sounds all around. Almost 

everyone, it turns out, can hear. Nearly everyone, today’s scripture 

suggests, can also hear the word of God. How many of us are 

listening? 

PRELUDE 

Please silence devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

Stand 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
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C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, 

for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 

minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins. 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

GATHERING HYMN ELW #731 

EARTH AND ALL STARS! 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 

word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 

according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Beatty 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing 

precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered 

on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

L A reading from the book of Isaiah, the 55th chapter, beginning at 

the 10th verse. 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not 

return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving 

seed to the sower and bread to the eater,11so shall my word be that goes 

out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 

which I sent it.12“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.13Instead of the thorn 
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shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not 

be cut off.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY Psalm 65 

 

1 You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 

to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 

2 To you, the one who | answers  prayer, 

to you all | flesh shall come. 

3 Our sins are stronger | than we are, 

but you blot out | our transgressions. 

4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to 

dwell there! 

They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the 

holiness | of your temple. 

5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of 

| our salvation, 

O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 

6 You make firm the mountains | by your power; 

you are girded a- | bout with might. 

7 You still the roaring | of the seas, 

the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 

8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your  

mar - | velous signs; 

you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy. 
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9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 

plenteous; the river of God is | full of water. 

You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 

10 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 

with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its 

increase. 

11 You crown the year | with your goodness, 

and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

12 May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 

and the hills be | clothed with joy. 

13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys 

cloak them- | selves with grain; 

let them shout for | joy and sing. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ 

to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us 

from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions 

and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

L A reading from Romans, the 8th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 

from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in 

order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For 

those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
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the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on 

the things of the Spirit. 6For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but 

to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set 

on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; 

indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit 

of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 

does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is 

dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of 

God’s word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why 

this good news produces different results in those who hear. 
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P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, 

the 13th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And 

great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat 

down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them 

many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and 

devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 

have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no 

depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since 

they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, 

and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil 

and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He 

who has ears, let him hear.” 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower:  19When anyone hears the word 

of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 

along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 

who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has 

no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 

persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 

the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good 

soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 

in another thirty.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sit 

SERMON Pastor Beatty 

“Nearly Everyone Can Hear. Who Listens?” 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #696 

JESUS CALLS US; O’ER THE TUMULT 
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P With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
P/A Lord in your Mercy, C hear our prayer. 

A Holy Lord, your Word does not return to you empty but 

accomplishes your purpose. By your Spirit, make our ears and our 
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hearts open to your word that we may be good soil, bringing forth 

the good works to which you have called us. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Lord of life, continue to sow your Word through the fields of the 

earth. Bless bishops, pastors, deacons, and missionaries as they 

proclaim your truth through the right and holy administration of 

your Word and Sacraments. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Heavenly Father, bless parents with faithfulness as they plant your 

Word in their children, that they may grow steadfast among the 

cares and troubles of this world. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Almighty God, all the nations of the earth are yours, and besides 

you there is no other God. Give our leaders, especially our 

President, Donald, and Governor, Brian, the desire for peace and 

stability and the ability to govern wisely. Let them plead the cause 

of widows and orphans and serve the needs of the least among us. 

Bring an end to war and strife, especially in Ukraine and the Middle 

East, and allow all to live in peace and safety. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A O Lord, look with mercy upon those who suffer from illness of 

body, mind, or spirit; especially those named in our bulletin and 

those we name before you now. (After silence count to 10.) Give 

them healing, comfort them with your presence, and grant them 

patience to endure suffering. Assure them at all times that they are 

your dear children and that the glory of Christ awaits them. Lord, in 

your mercy,  
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C hear our prayer. 

 

A Holy God, you provide the bread of heaven, your Word, for our 

salvation. By your grace, give us this day your Son’s body and 

blood, that we may have joy and peace in God’s loving care. Lord, 

in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A We give you thanks for the roots of your goodness that run deep 

throughout history and for the sowing of your Word. We remember 

those saints who have gone before us in faith and keep us with them 

until the glorious harvest of your coming. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you      R Peace be with you 

Sit 

 

OFFERING 

The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread 

and wine. 
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Stand as gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us 

— ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 

and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us together to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

COMMUNION HYMN                            sung by Sarah Keuster 

JESUS, PRICELESS TREASURE 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

POST–COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 

salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all 

your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 

may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #807 

COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING 
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DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

Together! 

POSTLUDE 
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