SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 21, 2026 at 10:30 am

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The Day: Maybe it’s an impossible pursuit, but what if we could live
without fear? Early in today’s gospel Jesus implores his disciples to
“have no fear.” Later he uses the same phrase we often associate with
angels, saying “‘fear not.” It’s a great affirmation and comfort for our
Lord to encourage us and assure us to live without fear. But the second
part of today’s gospel takes a whole different turn, full of turmoil and
great weight. We need the word of the Lord to strengthen us, assure us,
and build us up, especially for the times of turmoil and great weight in
life. May today’s scripture be a source of strength and a foundation for
fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers, and all who seek the Lord.

PRELUDE

Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship.

Stand

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P} In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P) Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
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the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P) Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins.



GATHERING HYMN
PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN
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Praise, my soul, the King of heav - en;
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Ran - somed, healed, re - stored, for-giv-en, ev -er-more his prais-es sing.
Praise him, still the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
In his hands he gent - ly bears us, res-cues us from all our foes.
Sun and moon bow down be-fore him; all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ial Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the ev-er - last-ing King!
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

[P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P] Let us pray.
Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and
not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and
not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of
knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Sit

CHILDREN'S SERMON Pastor Beatty
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing him into a ministry that brings him
only contempt and persecution. Yet Jeremiah is confident that God will
be a strong protector against his enemies and commits his life into

God’s hands.

A reading from the book of Jeremiah, the 20th chapter, beginning at
the 7th verse.

’0 Lord, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger
than I, and you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all the
day; everyone mocks me. ®For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout,
“Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord has become for
me a reproach and derision all day long. °If I say, “I will not mention
him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a
burning fire shut up in my bones, and [ am weary with holding it in, and
I cannot. '®For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side!
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close friends,

watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can
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overcome him and take our revenge on him.” ''But the Lord is with me
as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not
overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.
Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. '*0O Lord of hosts, who
tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, let me see your
vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. *Sing to
the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from
the hand of evildoers.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18
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7 Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach,
and shame has cov- | ered my face.
8 I have become a stranger to | my own kindred,
an alien to my | mother’s children.
9 Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me.
10 I humbled my- | self with fasting,
but that was turned to | my reproach.
16 Answer me, O Lord, for your | love is kind;
in your great compassion, | turn to me.
17 Hide not your face | from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress.
18 Draw near to me | and redeem me;
because of my enemies de- | liver me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: as it was

in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen.
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SECOND LESSON Romans 6:1b-11

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christ’s death and
resurrection. We have been made new in Christ through his death and
resurrection to live freed from sin.

A reading from Romans, the 6th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse.

'®»Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? *By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? *Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him
in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection
like his. ®*We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that
the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer
be enslaved to sin. ’For one who has died has been set free from sin.
8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. *We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him. °For the death he died
he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. ''So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



ALLELUIA VERSE
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with
opposition. However, he assures them that they need not fear for the
truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

[P} The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew,
the 10th chapter, beginning at the 24th verse.

Glory to you, O Lord.

24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.
>5[t 1s enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like
his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how
much more will they malign those of his household. 2*“So have no fear
of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that
will not be known. ??What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and
what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 2 And do not fear
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. # Are not two sparrows sold for
a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father. *°But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. *'Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. **So everyone
who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my
Father who is in heaven, **but whoever denies me before men, I also
will deny before my Father who is in heaven. **‘Do not think that [ have
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come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a
sword. **For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
3And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household. *”Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. **And whoever
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Whoever
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find
1.

P] The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON “Fearless” Pastor Beatty

Stand



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #759
MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE
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P} With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
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He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH
P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all

people according to their needs.

[P)//A Lord in your Mercy, (@ hear our prayer

(Al Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for
Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of

difficulty. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

[A) God of our salvation, your Son warned that your people would face
opposition from the world. Give courage and fortitude to all bishops,
pastors, deacons, and people, that they would boldly sing your
praises, gladly endure suffering for the name of Jesus, and continue

by your grace to be faithful. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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[A] Ruler and Lord of all, guide our nation and all the nations of the
world. Give us pious and faithful leaders who will provide good
government. Fill the world with industrious citizens who will work
for the good of their neighbors, and bring all who are enemies to live
together in peace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

[A) Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood is named, we give you
thanks for earthly fathers and father figures. Give them confidence in
their vocation and zeal for their task to care for their families
faithfully. Make them examples to their children of godly life and
love of your Word. Bless their work of bringing up children in the
fear and instruction of the Lord. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

(A O Father, not one of the sparrows falls to the ground apart from
you. Look with favor upon all who are sick, weary, grieving, or
lonely, especially those named in our bulletin and those we name
before you now. (After silence count to 10.) Grant that they know
how you value your children, and graciously care for them. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

[A) O Lord, you deliver our feet from falling and our souls from death.
Receive our thanks for the saints who have gone before us. Preserve
us in your grace, that we may walk before you in the light of life
forever. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

[P) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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PEACE
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you. Peace be with you.
Sit

OFFERING

The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread and
wine.

Stand as gifts are presented.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

“A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”’ arr. by Rob Myles

Andrew Kollmeyer, violin; Leslie Kollmeyer, viola; Jennifer
Myles, French horn; Rob Myles, bassoon

OFFERTORY
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

[A) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(Al Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us
— ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lutiteran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #.
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SANCTUS
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est

[P) In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P) Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

AGNUS DEI

Stand

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P} Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

strengthen - you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
[A) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(A Let us pray: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in
the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

N

® The Lord bless you and keep you. @ A - men
The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SENDING HYMN
How GREAT THOU ART

ELW #856
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DISMISSAL

A Love The Lord!

Live The Mission!
Together!

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB155749.

18



