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Saint Martin Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 

March 1, 2026, 10:30 am 

 

The Day:  In today’s gospel we have one of the most famous and recognized 

verses in all of scripture:  John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have ev-

erlasting life.” It is such a monumental text and speaks so much to the essence 

of our faith and the purpose of Christ’s coming to the world, that we some-

times overlook another incredibly significant verse:  the very next one. Today 

our focus rests also on the Good News of John 3:17. 

 

PRELUDE 
Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

  

Stand  

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspi-

ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

  

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 

sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for  his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The Procession begins. 

GATHERING HYMN          ELW #320 

THE GLORY OF THESE FORTY DAYS 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion   

 of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray.  

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 

birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by 

your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
Sit  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON           Pastor Beatty 
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FIRST LESSON                               Genesis 12:1-4a 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all 

the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their jour-

ney, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputa-

tion.  

L A reading from the book of Genesis, the 12th chapter, beginning at the 

1st verse. 
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make 

of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 

him. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Sit 

 

PSALMODY                    Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
  from where is my | help to come? 

 2 My help comes | from the Lord, 
  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

 3 The Lord will not let your | foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4 Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  

 5 the Lord watches | over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at | your right hand; 

 6 the sun will not strike | you by day, 
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  nor the | moon by night. 

 7 The Lord will preserve you | from all evil 
  and will | keep your life. 

 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
  from this time forth for- | evermore.   

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen 

 

SECOND LESSON               Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship 

with God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting 

God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gen-

tiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 

L A reading from Romans, the 4th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 
1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according 

to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 

boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abra-

ham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to 

the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And 

to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, 

his faith is counted as righteousness, 
 
13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of 

the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is 

null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is 

no law there is no transgression. 

 
16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 

grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of 

the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 

father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
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nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 

to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

 

LENTEN VERSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                     John 3:1-17 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends 

reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, the 3rd 

chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 

Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that 

you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nic-

odemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 

a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
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cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 

and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. 

So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered 

him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these 

things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 

witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I 

have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 

if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except he 

who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that who-

ever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 
16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 

SERMON   “The World Might Be Saved”            Pastor Beatty 
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Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY   GOD LOVED THE WORLD           ELW #323 

 

 
 



10 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all  

people according to their needs. 
P/A Lord in Your Mercy,          C hear our prayer. 

 

A O God, you have given us a new birth in the waters of Holy Baptism. Sus-

tain the faith of your church in this Lenten time  and turn us from the old 

things of the flesh, that we would fix our eyes on the Son of Man. Lord, in 

your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A Merciful Lord, your Son, Jesus, came to teach us the way of truth. Sustain 

all bishops, pastors and church workers in their sacred calling. Give them 

patience to teach the faith and administer the sacraments in order to lead 

your people into the birth from above. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A O Lord, you have established rulers and earthly authorities to protect us. 

Bless Donald, our president; Brian, our governor; the Congress of the 

United States; the legislature of this state; and all who make, administer 

and judge our laws. Guide them in the preservation of liberty and use its 

gift wisely in the pursuit of justice and for the welfare of all people. Grant 

peace to the war-torn regions of the world especially Ukraine, the Middle 

East, Christians in Africa, and anywhere conflict and calamity are found.  

Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Almighty God, you sent forth your own Son to heal and give everlasting 

life. By your Word and Spirit, lift up your people from their sorrows. Heal 

them according to your gracious will. Hear us, we pray, especially for those 

named in our bulletin and those we name before you now. (after silence 

count to 10) Sustain them in their afflictions, comfort them in the hour of 

death and raise up the dead according to your gracious promise. Lord, in 

your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Righteous Lord, Nicodemus was led by the word of Jesus to the cross, and 

from the cross he received the body of Jesus. Grant us faith like his to trust 

your Word and receive Christ’s body and blood in the Blessed Sacrament 

for forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Lord, we remember before you today all the saints especially Abraham and 

Nicodemus. Give us faith, that we may delight in your promises, delivered 

through the ages and kept in Christ, our Savior. Equip us with your Spirit 
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to be bold and unwavering witnesses, carrying your name and your Gospel 

to every place and people. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you.     R Peace be with you. 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings, the ministers make ready the bread and wine. 

 

ANTHEM           arr. K. Lee Scott 

OUT OF THE DEPTHS I CRY TO THEE 
 

Stand as gifts are presented. 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 

Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 
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PROPER PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER   (Sung) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

WE COME TO THE HUNGRY FEAST                      ELW #479 
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LET US BREAK BREAD TOGETHER       ELW #471 
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Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

 

POST–COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray:  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 

Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:  may our fasting be hunger for justice; 

our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P Life is short, and we do not have much time 

To gladden the hearts of those who journey with us. 

So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind;  

Living in the name of the Father,  

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING HYMN          ELW #543 

GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING 

 
DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

Together! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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