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SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 23, 2026 at 10:30 am 

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

The Day:  In today’s gospel it is Peter who declares the true identity of 

Jesus, proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Following this bold proclamation of faith, Jesus refers to Peter as the rock 

upon which he will build his church.  Jesus also states that he will give to 

Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  We too are followers of Christ 

and confessors of the faith.  Is it possible, as followers of the Way, that we 

might have just a bit of Peter in us too? 

PRELUDE 

Please silence devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

Stand 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 

Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of   

    the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins. 
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GATHERING HYMN                                                           ELW #389 

CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING 
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the comm- 

union of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we 

praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us 

into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

    CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                 Pastor Beatty 

FIRST LESSON                                                                 Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many desc- 

endants, so now God offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come 

soon and will never end. 

L A reading from the book of Isaiah, the 51st chapter, beginning at the 

   1st verse. 
1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord:   

look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which 

you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and multiply 

him. 4“Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; for 

a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the 

peoples. 5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my 

arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm 

they wait. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, 

and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be 

forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY                                                                            Psalm 138 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart;  

        before the gods I will | sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

        for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all  

        things. 

3 When I called, you | answered me;  

        you increased my | strength within me. 

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord, 

        when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 

5 They will sing of the ways | of the Lord,  

        that great is the glory | of the Lord. 

6 The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

        perceiving the haughty | from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

        you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your  

        right | hand shall save me. 

8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

        O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon 

        the works | of your hands. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit:  as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON                                                        Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living 

holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded 

by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing 

work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among 

Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of 

Christ. 

L A reading from Romans, the 12th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse.  

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 

by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the 

will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.3For by the grace 

given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one 

body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 

function, 5so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according 

to the grace given to us, let us use them:  if prophecy, in proportion to our 

faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the 

one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 

generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, 

with cheerfulness. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                        Matthew 16:13-20 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is 

“the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the 

promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, 

     the 16th chapter, beginning at the 13th verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one 

of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 

heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one 

that he was the Christ. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 
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SERMON                                                                            Pastor Beatty  

“Is There Some Peter in Us?” 

Stand 
 

  HYMN OF THE DAY                                                             ELW #817    

 YOU HAVE COME DOWN TO THE LAKESHORE
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P With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the 

             Apostles’ Creed. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

    people according to their needs. 
 

P/A Lord in your Mercy,  C hear our prayer. 

 

A God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. 

Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, 

that they may boldly proclaim your Word of life to all the world.  Lord, 

in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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A O God, give to all the servants of your church the grace to fulfill the 

ministries to which you have committed them. Grant each of us the 

strength to confess Christ boldly before the world. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Heavenly Father, bless and guide our president, Donald, Congress, our 

governor, Brian, and all civil leaders, that they may faithfully pursue 

peace and unity in the world, especially in Ukraine, the Middle East, Iran, 

and anywhere that war rages. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Lord, our God, you are our life and our length of days. Sustain, heal, and 

strengthen those who suffer sickness and affliction, especially those 

named in our bulletin and those we name before you now. (After silence 

count to 10.) Comfort all who suffer with the promise of everlasting life 

in Christ. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Righteous Lord, lead us to repentance and faith and set our hearts and 

minds on the things of God. Prepare us to receive the blessed gifts of our 

Lord’s table, by which you preserve us holy and blameless in Christ until 

he comes again. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who 

died in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we 

join them in your everlasting kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you R Peace be with you 

Sit 

OFFERING 

The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread and 

 wine. Stand as gifts are presented. 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                      JESUS SHALL REIGN 

OFFERTORY  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us — 

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Sit 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                      Rita Mathsen and Leslie Kollmeyer 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

I RECEIVED THE LIVING GOD                                                                ELW #477 

 
 

AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT                                                   ELW #465 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of sal-

vation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your    

people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may   

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the   

risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 



17 

BENEDICTION 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SENDING HYMN                                                                  ELW #720 

WE ARE CALLED 
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DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

        Together! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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