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 SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Nativity of our Lord 

DECEMBER 24,  2025 

THE DAY Perhaps we can relate with the people of 

God in the times of Isaiah, who walked in darkness 

and who dwelt in a land of deep darkness. Yet on 

them and on us, light has shone, and we have seen 

this great light. For to us a child is born! The angels come in light in 

today’s gospel to reveal the birth of this child to shepherds out in the 

field. Friends in Christ, this light, this Christ child, has come to each of 

us as well, and the good news of great joy the angels share is good news 

for all the world, for the light of the world has come. This night we sing 

and worship. We celebrate and pay homage to the newborn king. We 

hold candles remembering his light, and remembering the incredible gift 

that his light shines in us, and in each other. So as we hold candles later 

in the service tonight, glance to your neighbors, your brothers and 

sisters around you, and see the light of Christ in your midst, the light 

that also comes to you. 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH  Saint Martin Choir 

O HOLY NIGHT  Leslie and Andrew Kollmeyer, piano/violin 

GREENSLEEVES  Leslie and Andrew Kollmeyer, piano/violin 

LULAJŻIE, JEZUNIU  Rita Mathsen; Leslie Kollmeyer 

SHEPHERD’S PIPE CAROL  Saint Martin Choir 
 

Stand 

CHRISTMAS CONFESSION AND GOOD NEWS 

P He was named Jesus, for he saves his people from their sins.   Gathered 

in the name of Christ Jesus, let us confess our sin to God and our 

neighbor. 
 

C Gracious God, in Christ Jesus you come among us as light shining 

in darkness.  We confess our failure to welcome and follow his 
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light. Forgive us and renew our sense of hope, peace, joy, and love, 

to live more fully in the light of your grace, and welcome the truth 

of Christ the Lord. 
 

P I bring you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born a 

Savior, Christ the Lord; in him our sins are forgiven. 

C Amen 

ENTRANCE HYMN    O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL   ELW #283  

 

 



 

3 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.   

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 

the true Light, our Lord Emmanuel. Grant that here on earth we may 

walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 

forever. 

C Amen 
 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Pastor Beatty 
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FIRST LESSON              ISAIAH 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 

you have increased its joy; they 

rejoice before you as with joy at 

the harvest, as they are glad when 

they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

the rod of his oppressor, you have 

broken as on the day of Midian.  
5For every boot of the tramping  

 warrior in battle tumult and every 

 garment rolled in blood will be  

 burned as fuel for the fire. 

6 For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given; and the   

government shall be upon his 

shoulder, and his name shall be 

called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his      

government and of peace there 

will be no end, on the throne of 

David and over his kingdom, to 

establish it and to uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and 

forevermore. The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will do this. 
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CAROL    LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING  ELW #272  
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SECOND LESSON                  TITUS 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,  
12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live  

self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting  

for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and  

Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all  

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession 

who are zealous for good works. 

 

CAROL     IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER      ELW #294 
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CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                 LUKE 2:1-7  
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the  

world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each 

to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 

town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while 

they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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CAROL     HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING      ELW #270  
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Stand 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL                    LUKE 2: 8-14 
 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,  

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear 

not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: 

you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

Sit 

SERMON      “Good News of Great Joy”    Pastor Beatty 
 

Stand  
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CAROL   IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR  ELW #282 
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INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH  

               P/A Lord in Your Mercy          C  hear our prayer. 

P Rejoicing in the splendor and majesty, the strength and beauty of 

Immanuel, God-With-Us, let us pray for the church, all creation, and 

all who yearn for salvation. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

A For the One, Holy, Catholic, and apostolic church, for its leaders that 

they boldly and fearlessly declare the good news of the Savior born into 

the world. We pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

A For the leaders of nations, especially for our President, Donald, our 

governor Brian, and for all of our elected leaders, that their governing 

may reflect the peace, justice, and righteousness of the child born 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of 

Peace. We pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For all who serve in our armed forces and are far away from home 

during this festive season, for our enemies, and for all victims of 

violence and war, that their lives may be touched by the Prince of 

Peace. We pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For those who are sick, hospitalized, or suffering in any way, especially 

those named in our in our bulletin and those we name before you now 

(pause count to 10) that the abiding love of Jesus may be their comfort 

and health. We pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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A For those for whom this time of year brings depression, sadness, and 

grief, that in the midst of their deep darkness, the ever-shining light 

of Christ may renew their joy and gladness. We pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For all who travel, that they may arrive safely at their destinations, we 

pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For this holy assembly, that renouncing worldly passions and awaiting 

Christ’s return, we may not lose heart, but be zealous for good works. 

We pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

A In remembrance of those who have lived and died abiding in the 

splendor and glory, the love and peace of Immanuel, God-With-Us, 

that we too, may rejoice with them in the arms of our Everlasting 

Father, we pray, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Exulting in the birth of our Savior, abiding in His love, and looking 

forward to his coming again, we entrust all for whom we pray to You, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

C Amen 

 

PEACE 

P Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and he will be called 

the Prince of Peace.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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Sit 

 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
The gifts of tithes and offerings are collected, the ministers make ready the bread and wine. 
 
 

Stand 

OFFERTORY  
  

ANTHEM                MARY DID YOU KNOW                       Mark Hayes 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 

who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace to all 

people.  Receive now these gifts that we bring, and may the works of 

our hands proclaim the news of your redeeming love in Jesus Christ 

throughout the world. 

C Amen 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P  Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, in the beginning your 

Word brought light into the whole world.  In the fullness of time you 

sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us 

your daughters and sons.   
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and 

eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me.”  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 

all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 

for you and for all people, for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and 

resurrection, we await with joy his coming again. 
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C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Sit 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

DISTRIBUTION  
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
WHAT CHILD IS THIS   ELW#296
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AWAY IN A MANGER  ELW#277 
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INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY   ELW#276 

 

 

Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  Gracious God, in the incarnation of your Son, 

Emmanuel, you have united heaven and earth.  May we who have 

tasted heavenly things share the gift of your presence with all the 

world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
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CANDLE PREPARATION AND LIGHTING 
 

POST-COMMUNION CAROL   SILENT NIGHT  ELW #281  
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BENEDICTION 

P I bring you good news of great joy for all people!  For a child has 

been born for us, a son given to us, and he is called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, 

Emmanuel.  So may God With Us; the Father, Son +, and Holy 

Spirit bless, preserve, and keep you this holy night and forever. 

C Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN    JOY TO THE WORLD    ELW #267  

                                               William Roberts, Trumpet 
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DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace to share the Good News that Jesus the Savior is born! 

C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 

 


