Saint Martin Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8, 2026, 10:30 am

The Day In today s gospel Jesus proclaims to the people that we are salt
of the earth; light of the world; a city on a hill. A city perched on a hill
not meant to be hidden. The light it casts is meant to shine for people to
see. Is this how we would describe our witness and the light of Christ in
us this New Year? Lord, shine your light in us, that those who see your
light may give you glory.

PRELUDE

Please silence electronic devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship.

Stand

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the == Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Pl Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 1s not
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1



Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P/ Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the

= Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Procession begins.

GATHERING HYMN ELW #302

AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-1ly bed,
3 As they  of - fered gifts most rare = at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its
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light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;

there to  bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran-somed souls at last
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thou its  light,its joy, 1its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly Kking.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our king.
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

P| The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give
us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.
Sit



CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Beatty

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 58:1-12

A reading from the book of Isaiah, the 58th chapter, beginning at the
Ist verse.

1Cry aloud; do not hold back; lift up your voice like a trumpet; declare to
my people their transgression, to the house of Jacob their sins. ? Yet they
seek me daily and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that
did righteousness and did not forsake the judgment of their God; they ask
of me righteous judgments; they delight to draw near to God. * ‘Why have
we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you
take no knowledge of 1t?” Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own
pleasure, and oppress all your workers. * Behold, you fast only to quarrel
and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will
not make your voice to be heard on high. ° Is such the fast that I choose,

a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow down his head like a
reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast,
and a day acceptable to the Lord? ¢ “Is not this the fast that I choose: to
loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you
see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall
spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the
Lord shall be your rear guard. ° Then you shall call, and the Lord will an-
swer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke
from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

10°if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the af-
flicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the
noonday.!' And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire
in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. !> And
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your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer
of streets to dwell in.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 112:1-10
0
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! Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord
and have great delight in | God’s commandments!
> Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
the generation of the upright | will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
and their righteousness will | last forever.
4 Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.
>It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
% For they will nev- | er be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.
"They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord.
8 Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.
? They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands |
fast forever; they will hold up their | head with honor.
19 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and
|pine away; the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit:as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen
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SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

A reading from 1st Corinthians, the 2nd chapter, beginning at the 1st
verse.

! And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.? For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. > And I was
with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,  and my speech
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstra-
tion of the Spirit and of power, °> so that your faith might not rest in the
wisdom of men but in the power of God.

® Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. ’ But
we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before
the ages for our glory. ® None of the rulers of this age understood this,
for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. ° But, as
1t 1s written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. '! For who knows a person's
thoughts except the spirit of that person, which 1s in him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. ' Now we
have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who 1s from God,
that we might understand the things freely given us by God. * And we
impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.

4 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they
are spiritually discerned. '° The spiritual person judges all things, but is
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himself to be judged by no one. '° “For who has understood the mind of
the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA VERSE
P S — .
Al-le -lu - 1ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
@?&—@ = =
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13-20

P] The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew,
the Sth chapter, beginning at the 13th verse.

Glory to you, O Lord.

13¢You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown
out and trampled under people's feet. *“You are the light of the world. A
city set on a hill cannot be hidden. > Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. '°In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. !” “Do not think that
I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them. '® For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accom-
plished. ' Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these command-
ments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom
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of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. ?°For I tell you, unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.

Pl The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON “Let Your Light Shine” Pastor Beatty
Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #314
ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME!
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1 A - rise, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris-on door;
3 A - rmse, your light has come! All you in sor-row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.

bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing, God’s pow’r will make us strong.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH

PJ Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all peo-

ple according to their needs.

[P}/ /Al Lord in Your Mercy, { hear our prayer.

O Lord, Your people cry to You in weakness and in need. Bless and
prosper Your holy, catholic and apostolic Church that she may be salt
and light, giving bold witness to the redemption You have provided in
Jesus the Christ, giving shape to Your love by showing compassion to

all in need. Lord, in Your mercy,



hear our prayer.

Bless Saint Martin, her pastor Mark, teachers, deaconesses, musicians
and all her faithful servants. Grant that they may be faithful in their min-
istries of word and sacrament to strengthen in our vocation as light and
salt. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, give Your blessing to our homes, and to our families. Guide us
to serve each other in love. Make our homes places of blessing and peace
where Your Word is spoken, forgiveness is shown and love is demon-
strated in word and deed. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Holy God, according to Your wisdom You establish rulers of this age.
Remember Donald, our president; Brian, our governor; and all those
You have placed in authority, that they might fulfill their duties with
wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of
war and violence. Grant relief to all who are afflicted by the ravages of
a broken world especially the people of Ukraine, the Middle East, Af-
rica, and the cities of our nation. We pray for our enemies. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Merciful Lord, give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, comfort
to the grieving and peace to the dying, especially those named in our
bulletin and those we name before you now. (after silence count to 10)
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According to Your will, deliver them from their afflictions, sustain them
in their struggles, and give them patience in their adversities. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy, supply us with all things needed
and beneficial to us and to our faith, and keep from us all things harmful,
that we may be granted a clear conscience and peace. Lord, in Your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their
lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal
love. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P| Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
P/ The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
We greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you. [ Peace be with you.
Sit

OFFERING

The Ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings, the ministers make ready the bread and
wine.
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Stand as the gifts are presented.

OFFERTORY
I = | Z >
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Praise God. from whom all bless - ings flow: praise  him, all
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crea - tures here be - low: praise him a - bove, ye
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heav'n - ly host;  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
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A Th Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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By the leading of a star he was shown forth to  all na - tions;
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in  the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him yourbe <lov - ed Son,
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and in the miracle of water turned to wine he re - vealed your glo - ry.
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heav - en,
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn
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Ho-1ly, ho - 1ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P/ In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P/ Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us together to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMNS
SOUL, ADORN YOURSELF WITH GLADNESS ELW #488
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Soul, a - dorn your-self with glad-ness,leave the gloom-y haunts of sad - ness,
Has-ten as a bride to meet him, ea - ger - ly and glad-ly greet him.
Now in faith 1 hum-bly pon -der o - ver this sur-pass-ing won - der
Je - sus, source of last-ing plea-sure, tru - est friend, and dear-est trea - sure,
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come in - to the day-light’s splen - dor, there with joy your prais-es ren - der.
There he stands al-read - y  knock-ing; quick - ly, now, your gate un-lock - ing,
that the bread of life 1is bound-less though the souls it feeds are count-less;
peace be-yond all un - der - stand -ing, joy in - to all life ex-pand-ing:
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Bless the one whose grace un - bound-ed this  a - maz-ing ban-quet found-ed;
o - pen wide the fast-closed por - tal, say - ing to the Lord im-mor - tal:
with the choic-est wine of heav -en Christ’s own blood to us 1s giv - en.
hum-bly now, I bow be - fore you, love in-car-nate, [ a-dore you;
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Christ, though heav’'n-ly, high, and ho - ly, deigns to dwell with you most low - ly.
“Come, and leave your loved one nev - er; dwell with-in my heart for-ev - er”
Oh, most glo-rious con - so-la - tion, pledge and seal of my sal-va - tion.
wor - thi - ly let me re-ceive you, and, so fa-vored,nev -er leave you.
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HERE IS BREAD ELW #483
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1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.
2 Here is grace, here is peace, Christ 1s with us, he is with us.
3 Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.
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Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us  here.
Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Je - sus  here.
We'll pro - claim till he comes Je-sus cru -ci - fied.
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In this bread there is heal -ing, in this cup 1is life for-ev-er
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In this mo - ment, by the Spir - it, Christ is with us here.
Stand
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

[Pl Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen = you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
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people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the

risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
BENEDICTION
] n |
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P Almighty God, Father, + Son, A - men
and Holy Spirit, bless younow . . . and for- ever
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING HYMN ELW #840
Now THANK WE ALL OUR GOD
n | | | | | 1 I 1 ] ]
o - Y e 4 - 4 =
@ —r—— = ﬁ'j 3 F
N
1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,
3 All praise and thanks to God the Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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who won-drous things has  done, in whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless - ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it blest, who reign in high-est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one e - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still 18 ours to - day.
and free wus from all harm n this world and the next.
for thus 1t was, 18 now, and shall be ev - er - more.
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DISMISSAL
Al Love The Lord!

Live The Mission!
Together!
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POSTLUDE
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