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SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20, 2026 at 10:30 am 

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

The Day:  In today’s Old Testament reading, Jonah was not at all happy 

with God’s discernment about the people in Nineveh. Our Gospel today 

also describes a parable where workers are not happy with other 

workers receiving the same wages from the master, since various 

workers began at different times. Even though God is known for justice 

and equity, for righteousness and truth; the same God is also known for 

graciousness, mercy, and for abounding steadfast love. This can account 

for actions from God that seem to not be fair to us, as Jonah also seemed 

to discern. This may be true, that God is at times simply not fair. But 

before we get too upset, consider the thought that this is actually really 

good news for us! 

PRELUDE 
Please silence devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship. 

Stand 

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 

his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 

the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #522 

AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

     Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us 

your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us 

your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                Pastor Beatty 

FIRST LESSON                                                         Jonah 3:10-4:11 

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God 

decided to spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more 

angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing 

shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not 

ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but 

shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty thousand 

Ninevites? 

L A reading from the book of Jonah, the 3rd chapter, beginning at the 

10th verse. 
10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 

way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, 

and he did not do it. 
1But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry. 2And he prayed 

to the Lord and said, “O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet in 

my country? That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I knew that 

you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. 3Therefore now, O Lord, 

please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to 

live.” 4And the Lord said, “Do you do well to be angry?” 5Jonah went 

out of the city and sat to the east of the city and made a booth for himself 

there. He sat under it in the shade, till he should see what would become 

of the city. 6Now the Lord God appointed a plant and made it come up 

over Jonah, that it might be a shade over his head, to save him from his 
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discomfort. So Jonah was exceedingly glad because of the plant. 7But 

when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked 

the plant, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God appointed a 

scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that 

he was faint. And he asked that he might die and said, “It is better for me 

to die than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry 

for the plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to be angry, angry enough to 

die.” 10And the Lord said, “You pity the plant, for which you did not 

labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a night and 

perished in a night. 11And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in 

which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right 

hand from their left, and also much cattle?” 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY Psalm 145:1-8 

 
1 I will exalt you, my | God and king, 

and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 

2 Every day | will I bless you 

and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 

There is no end | to your greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise your works | to another 

and shall de- | clare your power. 

5 I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 

and all your | marvelous works. 

6 They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 

and I will re- | count your greatness. 

7 They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 

they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit:  as it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON                                                Philippians 1:21-30 

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about 

the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the 

gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance 

the gospel mission. 

L A reading from Philippians, the 1st chapter, beginning at the 21st 

verse. 
21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot 

tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 

with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the 

faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 

because of my coming to you again. 27Only let your manner of life 

be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you 

or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 

with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not 

frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them 

of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it 

has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 

believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the 

same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                         Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common 

assumption that God rewards people according to what they have 

earned or deserve. 

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew, 

the 20th chapter, beginning at the 1st verse. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out 

early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing 

with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle 

in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, 

and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again 

about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the 

eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 

them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 

too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 

his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with 

the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour 

came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first 

came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also 

received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of 

the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 

no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what 

belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? 

Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the 

first last.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
Sit 
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SERMON                                                                          Pastor Beatty 

“Lord, It’s Not Fair!” 

Stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                          ELW #576 

WE ALL ARE ONE IN MISSION 
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P With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
P/A  Lord in your Mercy, C  hear our prayer. 

A Father of all mercies, you call workers into your vineyard at all hours 

of the day and gift us all with the same boundless grace. Protect your 

one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church from the poison of 

comparison or resentment. Grant our bishops, pastors, and lay 

leaders’ hearts of gratitude, that we may celebrate your goodness to 

all people. Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
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A Faithful God, strengthen our congregation to stand firm in one spirit, 

striving side by side for the faith of the gospel. Give us courage to 

live lives worthy of the gospel of Christ, especially when facing 

conflict or suffering. Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer.  

 

A Author of divine care, you show mercy to all nations, even those we 

struggle to forgive. Guide the world’s leaders, especially our 

President, Donald, and our own Governor, Brian, that they may work 

toward justice, equality, and compassion. Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 

A Author of all peace, let your mercy rain down on the war-torn regions 

of the world, especially Ukraine, the Middle East, and Iran. Grant 

restoration and renewal to Nepal and all those suffering from the 

forces of nature and calamity. Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 

 
A God of the wilderness, you heard the complaints of the Israelites and 

rained down bread from heaven. Open our eyes to your daily 

provision. Keep us from anxiety over earthly things and move us to 

share our food and resources generously with those who are in need 

or go hungry. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer. 

 

A Merciful healer, your thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and your 

mercy is wider than our imagination. Look with favor upon those who 

are sick, grieving, lonely, or facing trials, especially those named in 

our bulletin and those we name before you now. (After silence count 

to 10.) Sustain them with the assurance of your cross-shaped love and 

restore them to wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer 
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A To live is Christ, and to die is gain. We give you thanks for all your 

saints who have completed their earthly labors. Keep us united with 

them in the communion of saints until we are brought to the heavenly 

feast where the last shall be first. Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer.  

 

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Peace be with you  R  Peace be with you 

Sit 

OFFERING 
The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread and 

wine. 

Stand as gifts are presented. 

 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us 

— ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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PREFACE 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us together to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
Sit 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

AGNUS DEI 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE                                                                    ELW #485 
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WHAT FEAST OF LOVE                                                                          ELW #487 

 
 
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen + you and keep you in God’s grace. 

C Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

A Let us pray: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 

salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your 

people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in 

the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SENDING HYMN                                                                ELW #796 

HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

A Love The Lord! 

C Live The Mission! 

     Together! 
 

POSTLUDE 
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