SAINT MARTIN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026 at 10:30 am

Welcome to the worship of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

The Day: What is the path to the way of the Lord? Our Psalm today
gives us a great poetic framework of how to open ourselves to the ways
of the Lord and how to prayerfully approach Him. Lord, teach us and
mold us with your truth and your grace, for you are the God of our
salvation.

PRELUDE

Please silence devices during this quiet time of preparing our hearts for worship.

Stand
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P/ In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P/ If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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P Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P] Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The assembly follows the ministers into the church. The Procession begins.



GATHERING HYMN ELW #807

COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING
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streams of mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus  sought me when a strang -er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I  still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

PJ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P/ Let us pray.

P| God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us,
and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Sit
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Beatty

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what
their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own
previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

A reading from the book of Ezekiel, the 18th chapter, beginning at the
Ist verse.

'The word of the Lord came to me: **What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the
Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. “Behold,
all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is
mine: the soul who sins shall die.

25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? **When a
righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he
shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall
die. 2’ Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he
has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his
life. 2Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. *Yet the
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel,
are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
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3“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to
his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 3!'Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? **For I have
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and
live.”

This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY Psalm 25:1-9
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1 To | you, O Lord,

I 1ift | up my soul.

2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.

4 Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.

5 Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the
day long.

6 Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.

7 Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of
your good- | ness, O Lord.

8 You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.

9 You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forev- | er. Amen.

SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:1-13
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very
early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient
death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

A reading from Philippians, the 2nd chapter, beginning at thelst verse.
1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, *complete
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. *Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. ‘Let each
of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of
others. "Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, Swho, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality
with God a thing to be grasped, "but emptied himself, by taking the form
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 3And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. *Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, %so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, "and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. 'Therefore, my beloved, as you have
always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, 13for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work
for his good pleasure.

This 1s the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand



ALLELUIA VERSE
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - Iu ia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins
teaching there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who
are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

P/ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew,
the 21st chapter, beginning at the 23rd verse.

Glory to you, O Lord.

23And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the
people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” **Jesus
answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the
answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. >The
baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe
him?’ 2°But if we say, ‘From man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they
all hold that John was a prophet.” 2’So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I
do these things. 2*“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went
to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” 2 And he
answered, ‘I will not,” but afterward he changed his mind and
went. 3’And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered,
‘I will, sir,” but did not go.3'Which of the two did the will of his
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father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to
you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God
before you. 3*For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed
him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds
and believe him.

P| The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON Pastor Beatty
“God’s Ways”

Stand



HYMN OF THE DAY
O JESUS, I HAVE PROMISED

ELW #810
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
h, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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that where you are iIn glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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P/ With one voice let us confess our faith together in the words of the
Apostles’ Creed.
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS OF THE CHURCH

P| Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all

people according to their needs.
PI/Al Lord in your Mercy, hear our prayer.
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O God, kindle your divine light in your one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic church that it may stand united as Christ’s own body,
holding fast to the Word of life and shining brightly in the midst of
this world’s darkness. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for Saint Martin congregation. Stir our hearts when we say
no to your call. Open us to courageous learning and service in your
name. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Mighty Father, all the might of man 1s nothing before you, yet you
have appointed earthly realms and rulers to punish evil and honor
good. We pray for our president, Donald, and our governor, Brian, and
all in authority that they will serve honorably and well. Bless also
those who serve in the armed forces to defend us and protect our
liberty. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord Almighty, draw near to those who face the distress of sickness,
surgery, and pain, especially those named in our bulletin and those we
name before you now. (After silence, count to 10.) Let them not be
afraid, and heal them according to the abundance of your steadfast
love. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Unite us, O Lord, in the gifts of your grace and bless us as we come
at your bidding to receive the body and blood of your Son at his table.
Grant that what we receive in this Holy Communion, we may keep in
holy hearts and holy lives. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your steadfast love holds all the saints who have finished their work
and are at rest. Help us to remain faithful in their path until we come
with them to your glorious kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

P| Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

PEACE
P/ The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you Peace be with you
Sit
OFFERING
The ushers collect our gifts of tithes and offerings. The ministers make ready the bread and
wine.
Stand as gifts are presented.
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OFFERTORY
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us —
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE
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SANCTUS
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PJ In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

P| Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us together to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sit

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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;jl | i |___-l : b i I
y sz & = & o J — 3 R
.5~ &
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
.?g_h_ - . ] I i r—i K ;
o e
: . ¢4
mer-cy  on us, Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
0 . ! e
b L § I | | | |
N b I h; 1 1 I -
EJLJ. i-. P — Jﬁ% £ .—a—bﬁ . | _'_Ir >
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
= — fE——— | | | ‘i
-l?”—d—d—i a! ._._i_._. - =
sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

COME WITH US, O BLESSED JESUS

ELW #501
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LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE ELW #490
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1 Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand;
2 King of kings,yet born of Mar -y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep -less eye,
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Lord of lords in hu - man ves -ture, 1in the bod - y and the blood,
as  the Light of light, de - scend-ing from the realms of end - less day,
veil their fac - es to the pres-ence, as with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to de - mand.
he will give to all the faith - ful his own self for heav'n-ly food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu -1a! Al - le-1u - ia! Al - le - lu - 1a, Lord Most High!”’
Stand

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P/ Now may the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

strengthen -~ you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray: God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the
risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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BENEDICTION
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®] The Lord bless you and keep you. A - men

The LLord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace;
In the name of the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN ELW #685
TAKE MY LIFE, THAT | MAY BE, vv. 1-4
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1 Take my life, that I may be con - se - ¢crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the 1m - pulse of thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al - ways, on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.
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DISMISSAL
Love The Lord!

Live The Mission!
Together!
POSTLUDE
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